fourth and fifth cervical vertebras. He was conscious and survived the accident for over 24 hours.
In the Indian 3/rdical Gazette for September 1893, Surgeon-Captain J. C. Vaughan recorded a fracture-dislocation between the fifth and sixth cervical vertebras. A large bag of salt fell on the back of a coolie's head. Pressure on the cord was relieved by an operation, but the patient succumbed on the 17th day after the accident and on the 15th day after the operation.
This evening I am going to show you the cervical vertebrte of two convicts who were hanged in the Presidency Jail last month. In these cases, from the nature and position of the injuries, death proved instantaneous.
(1) Convict No. 7316A., aged 35 years, weighed 117 lb9.; his height was 5 feet 1 inches, and he s;ofc a drop of 6 feet 6 iuches. There was a superficial laceration of the skin 1^ inch long and 1 inch broad under the angle of the left jaw. There was no bleeding from this?a proof of death having been instantaneous. The tear was due to the friction of the vertical part of the rope at its junction with the noose.
On dissection, extensive extravasation of venous blood was found beneath the deep cervical fascia, in and between the muscles of the neck, and around the spinal column and cord. The latter was apparently intact within its membranes.
The intervertebral fibi'O-cartilagra below the axis was torn from the body of the third cervical vertebra ; the anterior and posterior common ligaments, as well as the anterior and posterior atlo-axoid ligaments, were ruptured. In addition to dislocation of the body of the axis, there was dislocation of the inferior articular process of the :ixis from the superior articular process of the third vertebra on the left side, the capsular ligament having a rent in it. On the right side the capsular ligament was intact. The ble to keep it in place. The halter has a definite length, 10 | feet 2 inches ; it is provided with 5 knots woven on to the rope, which are 6 inches apart: there is a "tail-piece" 6 inches long-, and 14 inches are allowed for the noose. The various -'drops" from each of the knots, for people of different heights have all been calculated out, and a special form of scaffold has been selected. (4) Absence of any history of venereal diseases. The case was then examined by the members of the Society.
